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New York Openings This Week 


Getting Married-ANTA Playhouse, 5/13/51. Marjorie and Sherman Bwing present re- 
rival of Bernard Shaw comedy as part of ANTA subscription program. Arthur Treacher, 
Peggy Wood and Bramwell Fletcher are starred.» Directed by Peter Frye..+Flahooley- 
Broadhurst, 5/14/51. “A magical musical" by E.YoHarburg and Fred Saidy, music by 
Sammy Fain, lyrics by Mr» Harburg. Featuring Ernest Truex, Edith Atwater, Irwin 
Corey, Yma Sumec and the Baird Marionettes, 


Digests of Current Reviews - more on back page 


Dream Girl-City Center, 5/9/51, Judy Holliday's performance in revival of Filmer 
Rice's 1945 play won applause of all but two daily critics, while production itself 
won praises from slight majority. Star's interpretation is different, yet similar, 
to her role in Born Yesterday; though critics agreed she wasn't as good as Betty 
Field in the original, Coleman, Mirror, feels part was written especially for the 
latter. Garland, Journal American, condemned off-key acting of current star, and 
poor production. Fven at low prices, such theatre isn't good entertainment. He per- 
sonally would rather have no City Center Theatre Company at all and he found the 
audience near him didn't disagrees Watts, Post, enjoyed the star, but found the 
script was originally overrated by his colleagues, now is plodding and laborious, 
Times, News, orld Telegram & Sun, Pagle, Women's Wear and Newark News reviewers en- 
joyed proceedings and praised director Morton Da Costa for staging intimate work in 
large house. Supporting cast headed by Don DeFore and Ann Shoemaker shared plaudits. 


Stalag 17-48th St»Theatre, 5/8/51, Though majority of critics praised “comedy- 
melodrama” of life in prison camp, by Donald Bevan and Edmund Trzcinski, there was 
diverse opinion on merits of script. Post, \iorld Telegram & Sun and Women's Wear 
critics took it at face value as play which was trying to do nothing more than hold 
audience's attention. As such it succeeded. First two critics rated it as most ex- 
citing play of season. Times, Herald Tribune, Compass and Newark News reviewers 
okayed lively production directed and cast by producer Jose Ferrer, but thought 
script was routine and shallow. Coleman, Mirror, filed "con" review because elements 
were dated. He advised playgoers averse to bawdy language to bring their earmuffs, 
while the children should certainly be left at homee Chapman, News, marked it "so-so" 
parts were exciting, but it was only "interesting". Journal American and Women's 
Wear critics thought it rated a prize, if produced earlier in season. Robert Strauss, 
Harvey Lembeck and John Ericson rated top maise in large all male cast. Sets of 
John Robert Lloyd were complimented. 


Editorial Pros & Cons 


Matinee opening of Stalag 17 didn't phase critics es much as first nirchters, 
Coleman, Mirror, spied woman eating her lunch during intermission, while Sylvester, 
News, noted that the first nighters who usually arrive late, arrive late for efter- 
noon openings too. Their faces didn't look any better in daylight, just differest, 
Morning papers included reviews in first editions, So if producers thought meti:-« 
Opening would give morning paper critics more time, they were wrong. 


News & Notes 


Theatre Arts magazine will sponsor TV drama program produced by Tom Weatherly... 
Sample issues of “Shakespeare Newsletter" may be obtained from Dr. Louis Marder, 740 
Franklin De Roosevelt Drive, NYC,..Charles Sanford hunting for ferryboat to use as 
New York summer showboat,..The Rose Tattoo cast still winner on NBC-TV "Sey it with 


Acting" charades..,,.Frederic March receives “Barter Theatre" awards 
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l, NY Times ll, Wom 


ante Wear Daily 21, Freeman 
2+ NY Herald Tribune . 12, Wail Strees Jcural 22, Commonweal 
32 NY News 13. Jsurasl of 232 Cue 
4, NY Mo cror 14, Geerea Jeon Nathan 24, Chr»Science Monitor 
5e NY Cempass 155 Wari Merentuse 25, Sat. Review Lit. 
6, NY Post 16, Moraine, Newsweek 
7o NY Journal American 17. Vacisaty 27. Time 
8. Woric Telsrram & Sun 18, 23, Nation 
Je Breo\lyn Fogle 19, Arts 29. New Republic 
10, Newerk News 20, New Leader 30, New Yorker 


Shows are rated as to how the critics liked them not if. they think they will be 
hits, "“So-So" means the critic did not state directly if he recommends the show for 
an entertaining or stimulating evening, 


AFFAIRS RS_G STATE-Music Boxy 9/25/50. Prot 2-3-4-5-7-8-13-17-18-27-30, 
THE AUTUMN GARDEN-Coronet, 3/7/51, Prot So=Sot 22, 


Gont 
BEI.Ly BOOK AND CANDLE-Barrymore, 11/14/50. Prot 23 votes» Gont 2-6-15+17-19-20-22, 
2/10/51. Prot 1-6-8-9-10713-17-23- -26-27-28-29, 
Cont 
CALL _ME_MADAM-Imperial, 10/12/50. Pro: 23 votese Con: 18-19-28-29. So-So: 3, 
None: 16-21, 
THE_COUNTRY GIRL-Lyceum, Ay, 50, Prot 23 votese Cont 4-8-14-27-28-30, Nonet 22, 
AT NOUN-Royaley 1/13/51. Prot 16 votes» Cont 1 
So-So3 5-12- 13-230 None: 25°28. 
GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES=Ziegfeld, 12/8/50. Prot 21 votese Cont 6-28. 
So-So% 14-18-22-23-27, Nonet 21-25, 
GUYS AND DOLLS-46th St»Thestre, 11/24/50. Pro: 29 votes» Cons 28. 
THS HAPPY PY TikE-Plymouth, 1/24/50. Prot 20 votes» Cont 5=6=15-19- =26=27-28+30. 
Nonet 10-21, 
THR KING AND I-St,James, 3/29/51, Prot 26 votes» Cont 28, Nonet 19-20-21. 
KATS-Shubert, 12/31/48. Prot 27 votes, Cont 29. Nonet 21-28. 
MALLE A WISH-Winter Garden, 4/18/51. Pro: 2- 4 
23-2736 
THE MOON IS BLUB-Miller, 3/8/516 Prot 
22-23-26- -27° 306 gon? 14. 
OUT OF THIS WORLD-Century, 12/21/50. Prot So=Sot 2. 
Cont 
THE ROSE TATTOO-Martin Beck, 2/3/51. Pro: 17 votes. Cons 4<6-7-14=19=21-24-25-27. 
So-Sot 8. None: 12-20-22. 
SEASON IN THE: SUN-Cort, 9/28/50. Pro: 19 votes, Gont 9-11-20-24-28, So-908 10, 
Nonet 7-13-15-16-2 21. 
SOUTH PAG IF jestic, 4/8/49. Prot 26-30. 
Cont 27° So-So3 23> 
SPRINGTIME FOR HENRY-Booth, 3/14/51» Prot Cont 6-7-9-11-14-15- 
So-So: 1-5, 
A TREE GROVS IN BROOKLYN-Alvin, 4/19/51. Pro: 1-3-4-5-4 23-26-30. 
Gone 2- -7-15- -27> 
TWENTIETH CENTURY-Fulton, 12/24/50. Prot 20 votese Cont 5-24-28. 
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' Green Room Department ' 


"ANTA ALBUM" IDFASe.-Fourth annual benefit featuring every name in show business, with 
exception of Fthel Merman, won rave reviews. Only Watts, Post, was bored by ex- 
cess of meaningless scenes. Film digest of proceedings was suggested by Gardne., 
Cutting long four hour show in half and presenting it twice a year, suggested by 
Walkers Watt, News, offered idea for "\jorst Moments of Theatre" benefit, 


NO PULITZER AWARD..+Times editorial expressed sadness of many who felt that it is too 
bad Palitzer Prize committee didn't give a drama award this yeare Surely Ameri- 
Can drama is vigorous enough to be represented on the list every year, Committ oo 
offered no explanation. 


COLUMN TIPS..eHerald Tribune in no rush to appoint permanent drama critic, hears Win- 
chell..Gilbert Miller and Theatre Guild both rushing to present Fnglish Waters 
of the Moon here, learns Walker. 


CRITICS & PLAYRIGHTSe,«Two conflicting views of place of critic presented by Watts, 
Post, and North, T&S. Latter in book review praising Brooks Atkinson's “Once 
Around the Sun" suggested that @ practicing critic should be capable of producing 
creditable work in his field. Atkinson, he believes, has enough ability to write 
a good playe Watts wants the fields of creation and criticism divorced. Though 
critics may know more about a play than the man who wrote it, he doubts if cri- 
tics can be of much help to dramatists. Likewise it is impossible for play- 
wrights to ever have a high regard for a critic, 


SUMMER PLAY DROUGHT eeePlight of summer theatre operators faced with shortage of Broad- 
way hits and willing actors, chided by Coleman, Mirror. The sooner summer stock 
becomes once again real summer theatre, the better off it will be, Maybe the 
forthcoming season will unearth an enthusiastic group equal to the Provincetown 
Players? 


TALENT LEADS«eePlaywright Thornton Wilder deserves steady employment as a TV actor, as 
a result of his stage manager role in ABC TV “Showtime USA" scene from Our Town, 
recommends licIntyre, subbing for O'Brian, Journal Americano.>»liarcia Van Dyke, A 
Tree Grows in Brooklyn, is a natural for musical TV, points but Francis, Bill- 
board. 


AMERICAN COMIC OPERA«eseA troupe of American topmost composers and librettists should 
set up an American Comic Opera Company, @kin to Britain's D'Oyly Carte Company, 
suggests Gabriel, Cue. Rodgers and Hammerstein, Kern, Weill and other works 
could be included in repertory aimed to keep the best alive for generations. 
Ideal boss for such a group would be Billy Rose. 


SERLIN RFTIRFMFNT FNVIEDe.eAnnounced retirement. of Oscar Serlin as Broadway producer 
will fill all his contemporaries with envy, surmises Sobol, Journal American. 
Broadway recalls other gentlemen of theatre who thought they could quit, but re- 
turnede Serlin wants to enjoy life with his family, friends and books, 


Shows that closed include Billy Budd..,,ABC Mary Margaret licBrgge celebrated her 
17th anniversary on the air...John Beaufort, Christian Science lion Br, spending two 
months vacation in Surope.,./illiam F, kicDermott, Cleveland Plain Dealer, recovering 
from third operation in six months,,.Willi Priori, who was Ward Morehouse's NY Sun 
assistant is gravely ill...Gibbs, New Yorker, will sub part time for Crosby, Herald 
Tribunes,2Coleman, Mirror, to help judge Billboard's Donaldson Awards, 


' Theatre News Round Up ' 
| 
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BROOKS ATKINSON..-Critics transmit power, they don't create it, the Times review-' 
er and author of "Once Around the Sun" told ABC Mary Margaret McBride. The power is 
created by author, actor, director. The critics are merely transmission belts. It 
is a mistake to look at criticism as authority, it is merely the expression of an ir~ 
dividual coming in contact with a work of art. What counts in the personal opinion 
of a good critic is his knowledge, experience and characters Fach criticism is as 
much a criticism of the critic as it is of the thing he is judging. 


MRe AND MRSe LAURENCE OLIVIFRe.s Celebrated act ing team of Olivier and Leigh are 
preparing a four play repertoire season for New York in the not too distant future, 
Morehouse, WT&S, discovered while in London, Now they are rehearsing Caesar and Cleo- 
patra and Anthony and Cleopatra, which will be played on alternate nights in London. 
The New York’ season might add The School for Scandal and Fry's Venus Observede 
Olivier complained that during his Old Vic run in NY he didn't make enough money to 
pay his hotel bill at the St. Regis. 


The Little Blue Light-ANTA Playhouse, 4/29/51-5/5/51, It wasn't a play, but it 
was interesting. So concluded Variety, Cue and New Yorker critics in rating the 
Edmund Wilson play, produced by Quintus Productions as part of ANTA subscription pro- 
grams But Francis, Billboard, believing that a drama can serve no potent purpose un- 
less it can be understood by rank and file with at least average intelligence, panned 
it. All praised acting by Burgess Meredith, lielvyn Douglas and Arlene Francis as 
among best of season. Hobe, Variety, thought it was fascinating tract by critic with 
ideas, and Gibbs, New Yorker, found enough ideas for five or six plays. Gabriel, Cue, 
considered production high point of ANTA season. 


The Taming of the Shrew-City Center, 4/25/51-5/6/51. Margaret Webster's lively 
production of Shakespeare comedy presented by NY City Center Theatre Company won 
solid support of Clurman, New Republics, Gnd Marshall, Nation. Former enjoyed it, 
though he did think the two leads, Claire Luce and Ralph Clanton, were badly miscast. 
Latter could have stood it a bit less rowdy and raucous, but otherwise she suspected 
the same production could have been shown at the Globe Theatre. 


A Tree Grows in Brooklyn~-Alvin, 4/19/51. A remarkably good job of transplanting 
by, George Abbott and Betty Smith was praised by Kerr, Commonweal, Though the book 


was not perfect in that there were a few narrative lags in the first act, he found 
many plus values in the production. But Clurman, New Republic, thought Shirley 
Booth's acting, dancing and singing saved the entire production, She is a superb per- 
former and a real actress, 


Make A Wish-Winter Garden, 4/18/51. New Republic critic panned musical because 
he didn't think one Gower Champion ballet strong enough to carry a full evening's en- 
tertainment. While Commonweal reviewer okayed it for an idle summer evening. It's 
not a top flight musical, and it's not intolerable, what is needed is a stronger 
guiding hand than that of director John -C. ‘Jilson. . 


Legit Stuff ' 


Kronenberger, Time, putting final touches on George Bernard Shaw book. Sylvester, 
News, having “Indian Summer" novel published by Random House in fall..oRice, Post, 
viewing Texas playse..Winchell planning Runyon Talent Awards to cover all fieldsos» 
Kenny, Mirror, to sub for WMCA Barry Gray..»Morrison, Variety, panel member of. new 
Gilbert Seldes TV show “Author, Author". 


= Interview Hi-Lights ° 
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